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BOLTS:  “Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society 

F ROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:    Greetings to all of the Bruning-Davenport USD patrons!  Hard to believe the first semes-
ter has come to an end.  The days sometimes seem to be long but the weeks and months go fast.  I hope all of you were able to 

spend time with family and friends this holiday season.  Thank you community for your support of our students, staff, and school.    

As we begin the final semester of the school year, I want to remind all staff, parents, and students that by working together we can 
accomplish great things. It is essential that we dedicate ourselves to the improvement of education for all our children, and we work 
to keep the lines of communication open. Parents, please communicate with your child’s teachers if you have concerns. Together we 
can help our students be successful. 

National School Board Recognition Month is in January. Nebraska, like other states, designates a week for local recognition of the 
important work of school boards and their members. I’d like to publicly thank the members of the Bruning-Davenport Unified Board 
of Education and the two local school boards for their commitment of service to the school district. 

When you see a current board member, tell them “thank you” for serving on the school board. They deserve recognition for being 
willing to take on this important role in the communities and to serve our students. In January the roles listed below may change with 
the reorganization of the three boards. Please join me in celebrating and honoring the individuals listed below for the work they have 
done for our children over the past year.   

I also want to take a moment and thank Mike Schroeder for 24 years of service and to Sarah Bolte for 10 years of service and dedica-
tion to the Bruning-Davenport USD School Board.  Pat Kowalski has replaced Sarah Bolte and Jim Manes will replace Mike 
Schroeder.   
 
Bruning Board of Education       Davenport Board of Education 
Sheri Norder - President       Ryan Miller - President 
Dan Domeier - Vice President      Brad Williams - Vice President 
Ryne Philippi - Secretary/Treasurer      Kevin Parks – Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry Baysinger        Jamie Koch 
Sarah Bolte         Jeff Hoins 
Sarah Krehnke        Michael Schroeder 
Pat Kowalski, since Sept. 
 

Bruning-Davenport Unified Board of Education 
Mike Schroeder - President 
Jeff Hoins – Vice-President 

Jamie Koch – Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry Baysinger 

Sarah Bolte 
Sarah Krehnke 

 

F ROM THE PRINCIPAL  This time of year we challenge ourselves to New Year’s Resolutions. As adults, we often focus on 
the part of our lives we want to improve or change. As educators, we take this opportunity to challenge our students to do the 

same things with regard to their academic studies and life skills. There are many things we can do to help our students achieve great-
er success. Knowing that educating a child takes a team and a partnership with the parents we serve, I’d like to outline some poten-
tial New Year’s Resolutions we can offer to support our kids.  
 
It all starts with coming to school each and every day. As a school site, we want our classrooms to be an environment where students 
want to come. Ensuring that each student attends daily is a challenge for our parents. As a school, we discuss attendance through-
out our school year. Having this resolution as a family to not have any tardies or absences are goals discussed and agreed upon by 
the entire family. We know that things happen like illnesses and family emergencies; however, if we don’t make school attendance a 
priority at the youngest of ages, they will continue that attitude throughout their school years and into adulthood. 
 
Another resolution can be celebrating our students more often. Whether it be praising our students for individual accomplishment, 
as a class, or as a grade level, having wins as often as possible are important for student morale. Having wins as an adult every day is 
equally as important for that matter! Nothing is more fun as an administrator than receiving an invitation to witness student celebra-
tions for their hard work and determination 
 



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

     Grade                 Name               Date                                                                                               Grade         Name                      Date 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Chase Oltmans 2 

 Brooke Soukup 2 
1 Tara Turley 5 

10 Braelynn Renz 7 
12 Gavin Hintz 10 
12 Breya Trapp 11 

7 Adain Schoenhals 16 

 Sara  Dierking 16 

 Jill Rohr 17 
10 Peyton Domeier 19 
0 Kristopher Philippi 25 
3 Addison Schoenrock 28 

MEET A SENIOR 

MALORY DICKSON is the daughter of Jodi & Kevin Dickson.  Her siblings are Morgan, Kendall, Karson, 

Kameron, Keenan, Kesston, Kaden & Kyler.  Malory is involved in volleyball, basketball, track, FCCLA, NHS, 

Band, Yearbook, Student Council, Letter Club, Drama and Nebraska Juniors Volleyball Club.  She is also involved 

with the Bethel Church at Carleton.  Her interests/hobbies are reading, spending time with friends and family and 

spending time with her nephews Myles and Konnor. Malory’s future plans are in the Exercise Science/ Physical 

Therapy field.  Her favorite food is Sushi, her favorite TV show is How I met You Mother, The Office, and Stranger 

Things and her favorite songs are by ABBA.  The most influential person in herlife has been her sister Morgan.  “I 

have looked up to her my whole life. She is one of the hardest working people I know and is my best friend” says 

Malory. 

SAMANTHA ENGHAUSER is the daughter of Jennifer Enghauser.  She has a sister Alexis.  Samantha is involved 

in Volleyball, Basketball, Track, FCCLA, Drama, Speech, NHS and Letter Club.  She enjoys spending time with 

friends, listening to music, drawing and shopping.  Samantha plans to attend UNO and major in Social Work.  Her 

favorite food is Chicken Bacon Ranch Pizza, he favorite TV show is Once Upon A Time and the favorite song is 

Crooked Smile by J. Cole.  The most influential person in her life has been her Mom.  “She holds many great quali-

ties that I admire and aspire to have.  These include her selflessness, care for others, willpower to overcome any chal-

lenge and so much more” says Samantha. 

Parents can celebrate their students by asking them about their school day. What did you do today? What book are you reading? How 
many AR points do you have? Who did you play with today? What was the best part of your day? What is one way you were kind? 
Setting up our students to focus on the positives of the day helps keep kids motivated to continue that positive feeling throughout the 
year.  
 
Lastly, and most importantly, the next resolution we can offer our students is more interactions with family. Positive interactions 
and conversations as a family goes a long way! With today's students (adults even for that matter) being so involved with technology, 
a family conversation about the day is important to show your students you care and are interested in what they do. This is a  great 
resolution to have as parents, to challenge ourselves to have more meaningful moments. Instead of allowing 30 minutes on video 
games, do something “old fashioned'' like playing a board game, watching a family-friendly movie, or go outside to kick the soccer 
ball around. In today’s age where video games, live streamed chats, social media crazes, and Youtube sensations vie for our atten-
tion, a little family time goes a long way. Being present, celebrating our students, and spending more quality time as a family are 
all resolutions that we can’t afford to break. If we make these commitments to one another and to our students, we will see transfor-
mation in attitudes, achievement, and the quality moments we have as a school community.  
 
With that, Happy New Year to you and yours! Here is hoping that your year is filled with good health, quality winning moments, and 
memories that last you all year through.  Mr. Damen Kugel, Principal 
 

ONE ACT PLAY:  One Act was very busy the past month. They performed for the students the 
morning of November 30th. That evening the had a free will soup supper and performed for fami-
ly friends and the community.  The parents assistance with the soup supper made it easy for us to 
relax an it was truly a success. 



H IGH SCHOOL BAND:  As we get ready to wrap up the end of the 
semester the high school band has done a great job representing us well 

for many of the fall sports and continuing strong as we make our way into 
the basketball season. We recently performed for our end of the semester 
winter concert with the Davenports beginning band, middle choir, and mid-
dle school band. The high school had a great time performing some holiday 
tunes with online screen accompaniment for two of our final concert favorites.  
 
Lastly we would like to congratulate Addison Brase and Braiden Durflinger. These two students were recently se-
lected to be a part of the 2023 Underclassmen Honor Band. The honor clinic will feature both a symphonic band and 
wind ensemble. The honor clinic will be held at Kearney High School in Kearney, NE Monday January 16th, 2023 
with a rehearsal throughout the day followed by a concert in the evening.  

F CCLA:  On December 
4, Bruning Community 

had their Christmas Tree 
Lighting and Christmas Ex-
travaganza. Bruning - Dav-
enport High School FCCLA 
are very thankful that the 
community club asked 
Foods and Nutrition Class 
and FCCLA were asked to 
be part of this event. 
Foods and Nutrition Class made 50 candy/cookie trays with a wide varie-
ty of goodies. FCCLA sold these and hot chocolate to the patrons of the 
festivities. During Foods & Nutrition class, we analyzed their time, ingre-
dients, etc. to see how much they should sell the cookie trays for. This is 
an important real world skill to learn not only for entrepreneur reasons, but the value of your time and time management. Overall, 
this was a complete success and we appreciate everyone's support. :) Can't wait to see everyone at next year's event! 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER:  SENIORS... Reminders of what to do this Winter! 
SCHOLARSHIP: SUSAN T. BUFFETT FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP. Buffett Scholarship opens on November 
1. The deadline is February 1. This scholarship is one of the best scholarships Nebraska has to offer. You do 
need to complete your FAFSA for this. For more information, please visit https://buffettscholarships.org/eligibility-selection.  
 
You submitted your FASFA - - - NOW WHAT? 
 
Expect a Student Aid Report via email. It acknowledges that your FAFSA was received and tells you if you need to take further 
action. 
  
Make sure you applied to colleges you listed on your FAFSA. Colleges that receive your FAFSA results typically won’t send 
you a financial aid package until you have applied and been accepted to the school. 
  
Watch for verification requests. The college(s) you listed on your FAFSA might request verification of your FAFSA information. 
If so, send the required documents to the colleges’ financial aid office. 
  
Watch for financial aid award notifications. The colleges you applied to – and listed on your FAFSA – will send you a financial 
aid award notification detailing the types and amounts of aid they’re offering based on your financial need. 
 
Update Your Activities Resume You'll need updated information for scholarship applications. These are very useful when apply-
ing for scholarships and asking for letters of recommendation. Instead of writing everything out, you can print "see attached re-
sume" and give your recommenders a copy.  
 
Get Serious About Applying for Scholarships. See ScholarshipQuest for Nebraska-based scholarships and a list of national search 
sites. Miss Hoffman shared a google folder to seniors and senior parents with college events and scholarships available. You also can 
find scholarship information on the bulletin board in the student lounge, and on the school website (bruningdavenport.org).  
WINTER BREAK = TIME TO SEARCH FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
Winter break is an excellent time for seniors to search for scholarships, and we can help! ScholarshipQuest is a FREE database ac-
cessible through our website that contains application information for more than 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships.  
 
Request Letters of Recommendations for Scholarship Applications. Ask adults who know you well, Give them plen-
ty of notice, a deadline, details about the scholarship, and a copy of your Activities Resume. 
If you haven't already, you will want to start creating your HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES RESUMES. EducationQuest.org and Ne-
braska Career Connections have great templates, along with Microsoft Word/Google Docs. These are very useful when apply-
ing for scholarships. Instead of writing everything out, you can print "see attached resume." These are use-
ful for recommenders to use also.  

https://buffettscholarships.org/eligibility-selection
http://bruningdavenport.org/
https://educationquest.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f42d8300eb817eafacd6b151&id=2e92d7ddde&e=e00c3c218e


JUNIORS... tasks for this Winter! 
 
College Courses. Juniors don't forget to purchase your college textbook for your college courses if you are taking clas-
ses from UNL. If you have questions or need help finding your textbooks online please let Miss Hoffman know. 
 
Take the ACT. Colleges use your best score for college admissions and scholarship consideration. Juniors will be tak-
ing the Nebraska State ACT on Tuesday, March 21, 2023. There are various other National Test Dates are locat-
ed in your student handbook, online school calendar, the bulletin board in the lounge, your locker, and act.org.  
Bruning-Davenport High School is utilizing ON TO COLLEGE: JOHN BAYLOR test prep. Each student has an account and al-
ready has their username and password. Juniors will be using ACT Prep, ACT Refresher Prep, PSAT Quick Power Prep, and Study 
Skills & Test Taking Strategies. Fee waivers are available. You can take the ACT as many times as you wish. Colleges will 
use your best score for admission and scholarship decisions. 
 
Set up a ScholarshipQuest profile. You'll be matched with Nebraska-based scholarships that match your criteria. 
Watch for the EducationQuest Scavenger Hunt Scholarship. 
 
Update or Create an Activities Resume if you haven't done so yet. Nebraska Career Connections and Education-
Quest have templates, along with Microsoft Word/Google Docs. These are very useful when applying for scholarships and ask-
ing for letters of recommendation. Instead of writing everything out, you can print "see attached resume" and 
give your recommenders a copy. The sooner you create a resume, the less you will have to remember your senior year. If you need 
any help or want to look at examples, Miss Hoffman is available and has previous years' resumes. 
 
Stay on Track to Meet College Admission Requirements. Meet with Miss Hoffman to determine what courses you will 
need to take. Keep in mind that college admission requirements may differ from high school graduation requirements. Stay-
ing on track for graduation allows you to be eligible for the work-based learning program at Bruning-Davenport. 
 
Focus on Your Career Interest. Take career assessments. Miss Hoffman has shared many resources with you. Check your google 
drive for a folder labeled: Career Education. Explore career options of your top choice. Job Shadow your top career inter-
est. This information is also on Bruning-Davenport's school website, under Counselor (bruningdavenport.org).  
NebraskaCareerClusters.com offers different Nebraska Career Tours short video clips over each career path-
way for students to explore and learn from professionals. These videos highlight Nebraska-Based Companies. 
 
Research Colleges That Interest You. Talk to college reps who visit Bruning-Davenport. Make 
sure to check the daily bulletin to see what times and dates they will be in our building.  Review college websites, and use College 
Profiles at EducationQuest.org to find schools that offer your desired major, location, size, and other criteria.  
Once you start looking into different colleges/universities and what they have to offer, you will want to take a campus visit/tour. 
EducationQuest.org has many resources to assist in this area. Some resources include Campus Visit Tips, NE Colleges Virtual 
Tours, College Profiles, Junior/Senior Timeline. Our school website has different college events listed and college virtual tour 
information under the Counselor tab. This information is also shared with you under the 11th grade Google File. Check back fre-
quently for many campus opportunities. 
Sign Up for a MyEducationQuest Account if you haven't already. This will give you access to several tools including Activities 
Resume, College Profiles, Timelines, etc. Sign up for the Countdown2College email service. You will learn what you should do 
each month to prepare for college. 
 
As you are discovering potential career options, now would be the time to start job shadowing in the interested career field area. If 
you would like help setting up a job shadow, please arrange a time with Miss Hoffman. As soon as the job shadow is sched-
uled, the office needs to know when you are going to be absent, where you are going to be, and the times. Miss Hoffman will 
have a questionnaire paper for you to complete about your experience. 
 
Sophomores... tasks for this Winter! 
 
Touch base with an adult who can guide you to college find someone who will make sure you're taking the steps need-
ed to stay on track for college. 
 
Sign Up for a MyEducationQuest Account if you haven't already. This will give you access to several tools including Activities 
Resume, College Profiles, Timelines, etc. Sign up for the Countdown2College email service. You will learn what you should do 
each month to prepare for college. 
 
Create an Activities Resume if you haven't done so yet. Nebraska Career Connections and EducationQuest have templates, 
along with Microsoft Word/Google Docs. These are very useful when applying for scholarships and ask-
ing for letters of recommendation. Instead of writing everything out, you can print "see attached resume" and 
give your recommenders a copy. The sooner you create a resume, the less you will have to remember your senior year. If you need 
any help or want to look at examples, Miss Hoffman is available and has previous years' resumes. 
 
Expand your involvement in EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. Meet people who share your interests, and learn leadership 
and teamwork skills along the way. Your activities might lead to scholarships for college. 
 
Focus on Your Career Interest. Take career assessments. Miss Hoffman has shared many resources with you in Google Drive. 
Explore career options of your top choice. Job Shadow your top career interest. This information is also available on Bruning-
Davenport's school website, under the Counselor's Tab (bruningdavenport.org).  
NebraskaCareerClusters.com offers different Nebraska Career Tours short video clips over each career path-
way for students to explore and learn from professionals relating to the specific career fields. These videos highlight Nebraska-
Based Companies. 

http://act.org/
http://bruningdavenport.org/
http://bruningdavenport.org/


 
On our school website are college events, academic/career camp days, and college virtual tour information. These items are 
located under the Counselor Tab and shared with you in a Google file. EducationQuest.org offers College Profiles and NE Colleges 
Virtual Tours for students. Talk to college reps who visit Bruning-Davenport. Make sure to check the daily bulletin to see what 
times and dates they will be in our building. 
 
Improve your STUDY SKILLS to help you earn better grades. Use your planner or planner app to track your assignments and 
exams. Take notes in class and while reading. Review them often. Study in a quiet place without distractions. Take John Bay-
lor's course Study Skills & Test Taking Strategies. 
 
Freshman... tasks for this Winter! 
 
Sign Up for a MyEducationQuest Account if you haven't already. This will give you access to several tools including Activities 
Resume, College Profiles, Timelines, etc. Sign up for the Countdown2College email service. You will learn what you should do 
each month to prepare for college. 
 
Create an Activities Resume if you haven't done so yet. Nebraska Career Connections and EducationQuest have templates, 
along with Microsoft Word/Google Docs. These are very useful when applying for scholarships and ask-
ing for letters of recommendation. Instead of writing everything out, you can print "see attached resume" and 
give your recommenders a copy. The sooner you create a resume, the less you will have to remember your senior year. If you need 
any help or want to look at examples, Miss Hoffman is available and has previous years' resumes.  
 
Find an adult who will help guide you to college this person might be a parent, relative, teacher, school counselor, coach, or youth 
group leader, etc. 
 
Get Involved in EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. You'll meet people who share your interests, and learn leadership and 
teamwork skills along the way. Your activities might lead to scholarships for college. 
 
Focus on Your Career Interest. Take career assessments. Miss Hoffman has shared many resources with you in Google Drive. 
Explore career options of your top choice. Job Shadow your top career interest. This information is also available on Bruning-
Davenport's school website, under the Counselor's Tab (bruningdavenport.org).  
NebraskaCareerClusters.com offers different Nebraska Career Tours short video clips over each career path-
way for students to explore and learn from professionals relating to the specific career fields. These videos highlight Nebraska-
Based Companies. 
 
Bruning-Davenport High School is utilizing ON TO COLLEGE: JOHN BAYLOR test prep. Each student has an account and 
already has their username and password. We will be using Grade 8/9 Test Prep PreACT, and Study Skills & Test Taking Strategies. 
 
On our school website are college events, academic/career camp days, and college virtual tour information. These items are 
located under the Counselor Tab and shared with you in a Google file. EducationQuest.org offers College Profiles and NE Colleges 
Virtual Tours for students. Talk to college reps who visit Bruning-Davenport. Make sure to check the daily bulletin to see what 
times and dates they will be in our building. 
 
Improve your STUDY SKILLS to help you earn better grades. Use your planner or a planner app to track your assignments and 
exams. Take notes in class and while reading. Review them often. Study in a quiet place without distractions. Take John Bay-
lor's Study Skills & Test Taking Strategies course. 
 
Create a four-year academic plan. Meet with Miss Hoffman to register for classes that will meet high school graduation, college 
admission requirements, and your future career plans. Be sure to check frequently to stay on track. 
 
 

E NTREPRENEURSHIP CLASS:  The Bruning-Davenport Entrepreneurship class is once again hard at work making BD and 
BDS items for sale to the public.  There are new designs this year and new students making them.  Students in the class are 

Brayden Gardner, Isaiah Eickmann-Hernandez, Zechariah Szydlo, and Jazzmyne Diaz-McCall.  The students make the designs on 
Cricut machines and put them on using a heat press and embroidery machine. Please help support their efforts in running this school 
business.  An order form is included in this newsletter.  Order forms can be dropped off at the office in either building.  Thanks for 
your support! 

FOOTBALL:  NSAA Academic All-State are Easton Weber and Tanner Bolte 

VOLLEYBALL:  NSAA Academic All-State are Ashley Schlegel and 

 JessaLynn Hudson 

http://bruningdavenport.org/
mailto:ieickmann@bdstorm.org
mailto:zszydlo@bdstorm.org
mailto:ieickmann@bdstorm.org















